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Ben Butler, left, and Gillian Kaye came from Decatur and Gainesville, respectively, to participate in the Rivers Alive cleanup at Chattahoochee Bend.

Volunteers pulled 560 pounds of trash out of the Chattahoochee River at Chattahoochee Bend State Park on Saturday,

one of more than 200 clean- up events in the state that were part of Rivers Alive 2013.
There were 28 volunteers at Saturday's event. Most worked from canoes or kayaks, with two cleaning from the bank.
There have been several cleanups held along the park's river frontage in the past few years, and a lot of the larger debris
has been removed. There were no shopping carts or refrigerators this time but there were lots of balls, a set of wooden
steps, and a muddy Cabbage Patch doll.
Because of heavy growth along the banks and high water levels there hasn’t been many opportunities for shoreside
cleanup.
There were plenty of volunteers for the event, said Steve St. Laurent,
president of the Friends of Chattahoochee Bend State Park.
But he's hoping for greater community involvement in the next few
months as the friends group begins building new trails for the first time
in a year-and-a-half.
The next major event at the park will be held on Sept. 28. It's a major
volunteer day, as well as being "Your State Parks Day" throughout the
state. Admission is free to state parks on that day.
Those cleaning the river Saturday included locals as well as volunteers
who heard about the cleanup on meetup.com.">meetup.com.
Ben Butler, Gillian Kaye and Gabriel Gomar came from Decatur and Gainesville for the cleanup. Gomar read about the
cleanup on the meetup.com page and brought some friends.
"I thought it was a lot of fun," said Kaye. "We're definitely coming back."

Melanie Thrasher and Susan Meals were camping at Chattahoochee Bend when they heard about the cleanup. They were
at the park to check out new kayaking spots, and decided to participate in the cleanup. "We're very much into
conservation, so this worked out perfectly," Thrasher said.

They weren't able to get as much trash as they would have liked because the water was high, and it was moving quickly.

The high river levels also covered up a lot of the trash.

Saturday was Anne Jensen's second river cleanup. "It was a pretty day. It was a lot of fun to be on the water," she said.

There has been a lot of "resource management" work going on at the park lately, said Park Manager Tim Banks, and the
river cleanup is a great complement to that.

There has been work on replacing invasive plant species with natives.

Two weeks ago, Boy Scouts participated in an eagle project to place duck nesting boxes in the 35 acre wetland area. Owl
boxes have also been hung, as have some bat boxes.

Coweta Fayette EMC donated poles for the bat boxes, Banks said. The boxes can hold up to 100 bats, and hopes are to
have a very healthy bat population. A bat can eat twice its weight in insects every night. Thanks to the bats, "we hope to be
fairly mosquito-free in a few years," Banks said.

For more information on the Friends of Chattahoochee Bend, visit www.BendFriend.com. For more information on
Chattahoochee Bend State Park, visit www.GaStateParks.org/Chattahoochee Bend or call 770-254-7271.
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Greg Hyde · Newnan, Georgia

Thanks also to Great Oaks Environmemtal Services of Newnan for again donating their services of disposing of the river trash. Chuck you a great partner
for the park.
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Jan Pierce · Works at Coweta County School System
Thank you, Chuck!!!! The dumpster is a vital part of our clean-up!
Reply · Like · 10 hours ago

Robert Hinely ·

Following · Realtor at Lindsey's Realtors

Thanks to everyone that participated. It's your park! Treasurer, Friends of CBSP Group.
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Nora Schumm Maloy · University of West Georgia
Thank you all for your hard work and loving hearts. It always fun to be outdoors.
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History Scholars To Share Insights
The Newnan Carnegie Library Foundation will be bringing scholars to town to share insights on civilizations from Babylon to 17th century
Fra ... Read More ○
Published on Sunday, August 25, 2013

PNH One Of Three LEED-certified Hospitals In Ga.
Piedmont Newnan Hospital has achieved Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification, an honor garnered by just
two othe ... Read More ○
Published on Sunday, August 25, 2013

Newnan’s Fire Rating Improves
Residents in the city of Newnan will be able to enjoy lower home insurance premiums because of an improved fire safety rating for the city.
... Read More ○
Published on Saturday, August 24, 2013

A GLIMPSE AT TOMORROW'S HEADLINES

The Sunday Rundown
Here's a short preview of what's appearing in tomorrow's online and print edition of The Newnan Times-Herald: -- River cleanup at
Chattahoo ... Read More ○
Published on Saturday, August 24, 2013

GDOT Removes Yield Sign At U.S. 29, Hwy. 154
Northbound motorists turning from U.S. 29 onto Hwy. 154/McCollum-Sharpsburg Road may have noticed the yield sign that used to greet
those tu ... Read More ○
Published on Saturday, August 24, 2013
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